
Member Profile of the Month
Frankfort A & W
Car hop dining is still popular in the 

City of Frankfort.  The Frankfort A & W opened 
for business in 1962 with outdoor dining only.  
Customers would either drive up, order their 
meals and eat in their cars, or walk up to the 
window to place their food orders.  

In 1975, Ray and Claire Kolehmainen 
purchased the car hop/walk-up restaurant.   As 
the needs of their customers grew so did their 
restaurant.  In the early 1980’s, they added an 
indoor dinning area and expanded their menus 
to include breakfast.  

Kolehmainen’s sons, Jason and 
Aaron, grew up working part-time at the family 
restaurant.  Throughout the years, they 
learned how to do every task imaginable in the 
family business - cooking, washing dishes, 
taking orders and etc.  After college, they both 
began working full-time alongside their par-
ents.  Approximately 8 years ago, Jason and 
Aaron extended their roles at the Frankfort A & 
W into sharing ownership with their parents.  
When Jason and Naomi married almost five 
years ago, she also assumed the responsibili-
ties of ownership.  

It’s easy to see how important family-
working atmosphere is when you learn how 
long the core staff has worked for an em-
ployer.  Doris Woods has been serving cus-
tomers at the Frankfort A & W for over 19 
years.   Eric Chorley has worked there for 18 
years, Theresa LaBonte for 10 years and Lucy 
McGregor for 9 years.  

 Hanging on the 
wall next to the cash 
register is a photo of 
Jason and Aaron taking 
a bite of a shared hot 
dog.  They were about 
five and six years of age 
in the first picture.  In 
1999, a second photo 
was taken with them in 
the same pose as 
adults.  

To continue the 
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Welcome Our 
Newest Members

Food For Thought
Tim Young

10704 Oviatt Road, Honor
231-326-5444

sales@foodforthought.net
www.foodforthought.net

Food

Cottages on Crystal Lake For Rent
Susanne Schroer

789 South Shore East
& 783 South Shore East

440-895-1603
ignatchamp@aol.com

Accommodation:  Cottage Rental

Boekeloo Financial
David Boekeloo

244 South Benzie Boulevard, Beulah
231-882-7790

dboekeloo@investorscapital.com
www.investorscapital.com
Investment Management

Timberline Campground
Derek Lone

2788 Benzie Highway, Benzonia
231-882-9548

Accommodation:  Campground

Traverse Magazine
Ann Gatrell, Sales Executive

148 East Front Street, Traverse City
231-941-8174

anng@traversemagazine.com
www.traversemagazine.com

Publication

car hop era, the Frankfort A & W 
hosts a Cruise Night in conjunction 
with the August Car Show.  It’s held 
on the Friday night before the August 
Car Show in Frankfort.      

The Frankfort A & W Restau-
rant is open at 6 am year around and 
is located on the corner of M-22 and 
M-115 in Frankfort.  To reach them by 
phone, call 231-352-9021. 
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February 
9—Winterfest 
14—Frankfort-Elberta Chamber of Commerce 

Board Meeting 
14—Valentines Day
16 & 17—Michigan's Free Fishing Weekend 
19—City of Frankfort Council Meeting
21—Village of Elberta Meeting
26—Frankfort–Elberta Chamber of Commerce 

After Hours at Crescent Bakery

After Hours
The February After Hours will be on the 26th 

from 5 pm to 7 pm in the apartment above the Cres-
cent Bakery.  Crescent Bakery and Century 21 
Sleeping Bear Realty will be sponsoring this month’s 
networking event; $5 admission fee.  If you would 
like to donate a raffle prize, please contact Joanne 
Bartley prior to the event.  

Host an After Hours and have a large group 
of people visit your business and learn more about 
your services and products.  We are looking for 
sponsors for the March 25th and April 22nd After 
Hours.

Frankfort—Elberta Area Chamber of Commerce

Annual Dinner 2008
It may have been one of the coldest days 

this year, but that didn’t stop us Michiganders 
from having a good time at this year’s Annual 
Dinner.  Forty-eight people gathered at the     
Elberta Life Saving Station on January 19th for 
great food and conversation with fellow     
Frankfort-Elberta Area Chamber of Commerce 
members.

The Chamber would like to thank the 
Blue Stone Catering for providing the delicious 
meal.  In addition, the Chamber would like to  
express their gratitude to Steve and Hallie   
Christian for all of their hard work in setting up 
for the event and providing many materials for 
the event, and to Linda Manville for all her 
help.  And a special Thank You to the Village of 
Elberta for letting the Chamber use the Elberta 
Life Saving Station.

Chamber Office Hours
Tuesday—Friday 10-4

Closed Saturday, Sunday& Monday

Arts and Craft Fairs
We are please to inform our members that 

we are receiving a steady stream of applications for 
this year’s Art and Craft Fairs.    

If you would like to participate, applications 
are available at the Chamber office and at 
www.frankfort-elberta.com.

Calendar of  Events

Please contact Joanne Bartley if you will be 
attending the February Board of Director’s meeting.  
Thank you for your continued support.


