
Profile of the Month

Durango Homes

“We want to make the home building     
process as enjoyable and stress-free for our  
customers,” says Chuck Beale, owner of Durango Homes in Frankfort.  
“Each home is custom designed to meet the specific needs of each     
individual client.”

The philosophy of Durango Homes is to provide a smooth transi-
tion from concept to occupancy.  Beale is a designer/builder and has a 
degree in construction supervision and management.  He works one-on-
one with the homeowner, guiding them through each step of building 
their new home.  By using this approach, Durango Homes reduces the 
possibility of communication errors between designer, construction crew 
and the various contractors needed to complete a building project.  

Durango Homes specializes in the custom design/build process of 
primarily residential construction in both log and timber frame homes.  
Each home is tailored to the functional needs of the client’s lifestyle.  
Beale’s company constructs “green build” homes; meaning they are    
environmentally-friendly, energy efficient, and provides a safe, healthy 
living condition.

Beale has been in the    
construction field close to 30 
years.  His dedication to quality 
craftsmanship has earned his    
design/build (continued on page 2) 
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President’s Letter

Dear Chamber Members,
At February’s Board meeting, new board members Bob McNeal 

(Bayview) and Bob Korten (Crescent Bakery) were elected to the board.  If you 
have the opportunity, please welcome these individuals and thank them for their 
donation of time and talents to our efforts. The Board also selected officers for 
the year, with Karen Dennis as Treasurer, Luann Elwell as Secretary, Steve 
Christian as Vice President and myself as President.  

Joanne Bartley and the Board are discussing a possible Winterfest type 
of event for next year.  We are tentatively looking to hold the event the weekend 
after Beulah/Benzonia’s Winterfest activities.  We will keep you posted as 
events develop.  If you would like to participate, or have ideas, please contact 
Joanne at the Chamber 352-7251.                                     (continued on page 2)

If you are in the process of making lifestyle 
changes for you and your family, learn 
about the Durango Homes philosophy and 
design/ build process."

                     -Chuck Beale
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Concerts in the Park

As the winter winds blow, we have already 
started getting calls regarding the 2008 Concerts in 
the Park series.  For a small investment of $100, 
your business could sponsor a concert.  If you are 
interested and would like more information how your 
business will be promoted as a sponsor during this 
year’s series, please contact Joanne Bartley. 

Welcome our Newest Members

Michigan Office Solutions
David Hale

2983 Garfield Road, Traverse City
231-946-7655

davidhale@miofficesolutions.com
www.miofficesolutions.com

Office Machines Sales & Service

Jowett Family Funeral & Cremation Services
Gaylord Jowett

803 Forest Avenue
231-352-4121

gaylord@jowettfuneralservices.com
www.jowettfuneralservices.com

Funeral & Cremation Service

Glik’s
Kristi Ham

413 Main Street, Frankfort
618-876-6717

kristiham@gliks.com
www.gliks.com

Women’s & Men’s Clothing

Business After Hours

Mark your calendars for the upcoming Busi-
ness After Hours:  

On March 25th , the Business After Hours will 
be held at the Cabbage Shed in Elberta, 5-7 pm.  
Sponsors are Cabbage Shed and TBD.  

For the April 22nd Business After Hours, we 
have a business interested in co-sponsoring the 
event.  If you would like more details, please contact 
Joanne Bartley.

This event has become a popular way for our 
members to interact and spend quality down-time 
with fellow Chamber Members in a relaxed atmos-
phere.  Each attendant has the opportunity to enter 
into our “business card drawing” and 50/50 raffle.  All 
members are welcome and encouraged to attend.  
There is a $5 entrance fee.  

Promote your business by donating a prize 
for our “business card drawing.”  Please contact 
Joanne Bartley for more information.

(continued from cover page) company numer-
ous awards ranging from Best Interior Elements 
(1999-2000) to Builder of 
Year (1994-1999), Crafts-
manship (2006) to Green 
Build Award (2004, 2006).  

Drawn to Frankfort by 
its natural beauty, Chuck and 
Abby Beale moved their   
family to Frankfort from Rockford, Michigan, five 
years ago.  “We used to camp up north all the 
time and loved the area.  We thought, well, if we 
had the chance to work and live up here we 
would do that,” says Beale. 

To learn more about the services of         
Durango Homes, visit their web site 
www.durangorust ichomes.com or dial           
231-352-7463.

(continued from cover page) 
The board hopes to have survey results 

available for next month’s newsletter on the matter of 
exploring combining Benzie County and Frankfort-
Elberta Area Chamber of Commerces.  If you     
haven’t responded, please take a few moments to let 
us know your opinion on the matter.  

We are encouraged by the interest in our 
June Craft and August Art Fairs.  Given the econ-
omy, these events look like they will be filled to     
capacity and we all know they do bring people to our 
area.

Sincerely,
Jim Martin, President
Frankfort-Elberta Area Chamber of Commerce
400 Main Street, PO Box 566
Frankfort, MI 49635
www.frankfort-elberta.com

2009 Winterfest

The Chamber is beginning to plan the 2009 
Frankfort-Elberta Winterfest.  If you would like to 
serve on this committee, please contact Joanne 
Bartley.  
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2008 Membership Roster
We would like to thank the following individuals and businesses for their continued support.  

Richard Bayer
Wes & Sharon Blizzard
Harry Holmes
James Martin
Russell Mix
Dana Robinson
Bob Weisbrodt
Ed Moody
783 South Shore East
789 South Shore East
A Papano's Pizza
A Shear Class Experience  Salon & Day Spa
A Tree Top Chalet
Abby Excavating Co.
Advanced Tree Removal
Ad-Visor Community Weekly
Alivio Corporation
Allied Waste Services Inc - Awin Mgmt
Amazing Frankfort Condo
Angela Bronson, Inc. (Augusta's Salon)
Arcadia House
Art's Tavern
ATI Consulting
Bay Port Lodging
Bay Wear
Bayphoenix Properties
Bayside Cycles 
BaySide Printing, Inc.
Bayview Party Store
Bella Vista Inn
Bennett-Barz Funeral Home
Benzie Area Historical Museum
Benzie Bus
Benzie Community Services Home Healthcare
Benzie County Chamber of Commerce
Benzie County Eagles #3313
Benzie Shores District Library
Benzie-Leelanau District Health Dept
Benzonia Public Library
Betsie Bay Furniture
Betsie Bay Inn
Betsie River Campsite
Blue Lakes Vacation Rentals
Blue Stone Catering
Boat Doctors
Bob & Kathy's Cottage
Boekeloo Financial
Cabbage Shed
Century 21 - Sleeping Bear Realty
Chimney Corners Resort
City of Frankfort
Coho Café

Community Drug of Frankfort
Cottage Keeper
Creative Counsel, Inc.
Crescent Bakery
Crystal Gardens
Crystal Lake Art Center
Crystal Lake Cottage
Crystal Mountain
Crystal Water Works
Curtis Insurance
da Designs
deertracks.com Inc
Dennis Haugen Architect
Dinghy's Bar & Restaurant
Disselkoen & Co.
Durango Homes
Edward Jones
Field Crafts, Inc
First Congregational Church of Frankfort
Flaherty & Warren PC
Food for Thought
Frankfort A & W
Frankfort Building Supply
Frankfort Community Fed Credit Union
Frankfort EZ Mart
Frankfort Hardware
Frankfort Insurance Agency
Frankfort Lions Club
Frankfort Manufacturing Company
Frankfort Municipal Marina
Frankfort Plumbing & Heating
Frankfort Rotary Club
Frankfort Tackle Box
Frankfort-Elberta Area Schools
Friends of Benzie Shores Dist Library
Friends of Point Betsie Lighthouse
Garvin's Beach House
Gerberding, Lawyer, Miles C. 
Gillison Excavating, Inc
Glen's Market
GMPK Residential Services (DBA Crystal View 
AFC)
Gold Coast Charter Services, Inc.
Gold Coast Marina
Graceland Fruit Company
Great Rentals
Hale Special Interest Auto
Harbor Lights Resort
Haugen's Haven
Heartwood Custom Builders
Heavens To Betsie
Homeaway.com

Hull's of Frankfort
Inn At Watervale
It's the Berries
Jowett Family Funeral & Cremation Services
Kilwin's of Frankfort
Lake Michigan Beach House (Little Monsters)
Lakes N Trails
Lane Plumbing & Heating
LaRue House Bed & Breakfast
Little River Casino
Luedtke Engineering
MacDonald Marine
Michigan Legacy Art Park
Michigan Office Solutions
Michigan Shores Cooperative
Northern Lights & Lifestyles
Northwest Michigan Works!
Northwest Soaring Club
Olsen Electric
Olsen-Sayles
Paul Oliver Memorial Hospital
Port City Smokehouse
Pratt Properties - Harbor House
Precision Collision
Premier Elegance
Priority Health
R & R Motel (Rice's)
Record Patriot - Pioneer Group
Reichel Excavating
Rip N Run Canopy
River Rat Charter & Guide Service
Serendipity House
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick LLP
Sleepy Bear Campground
Smeltzer Orchard Co.
St. Ann's Men's Club
State Savings Bank
Stonewall Inn Bed & Breakfast
Terry's Auto Sales & Rental
The Bookstore
Timerberline Campground
Traverse Magazine
Vaughan Realty
Village of Elberta
Walenta's Variety Store
Wayfarer Lodgings
Webber Insurance Agency
West Michigan National Bank
Williams Chrysler Jeep Dodge
Williams Pumping Service
Yankee Clipper Trading Co.

Attention Membership:  If you have not paid your membership by March 1, your business and/or name will be removed from all listings with our 
office and on our website.  Please don't forget to renew!
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Easter Egg Hunt

Preparations for this year’s Easter 
Egg Hunt are underway.  We would like to 
thank the Benzie Eagles for their generous 
donation of $75.  

If you are interested in making a 
donation to help sponsor this event, and/or 
if you would like to volunteer during this 
family fun event, please contact Joanne Bartley.

Parent—Grandparents—Aunts and Uncles, bring 
your youngsters to Mineral Springs Park at 10 am and to 
Elberta at 3 pm to hunt for Easter Eggs on March 22nd.

Frankfort—Elberta Area
Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 566
400 Main Street
Frankfort, Michigan 49635
www.frankfort-elberta.com

Chamber Office Hours
Tuesday—Friday 10-4

Closed Saturdays, Sundays & Mondays

All Chamber members are encouraged to attend 
Monthly Membership Meetings held each month 
on the second Thursday at 7:30 a.m. at the 
Chamber office.

March Calendar of Events

13 Frankfort-Elberta Area Chamber of Commerce 
Board Meeting 7:30 am

17 ST PATRICK’S DAY

17 Crystal Lake Art Center—Film Series
6:30 pm

18 City of Frankfort Council Meeting 7 pm

20 Benzie County Chamber of Commerce      
Business After Hours 5-7 pm

22 EASTER

22 Easter Egg Hunt—10 am Mineral Springs Park 
in Frankfort; 3 pm Elberta

25 Frankfort-Elberta Chamber of Commerce   
Business After Hours 5-7 pm

6 Benzie Audubon Club’s “The Piping Plovers of 
Sleeping Bear Dunes”

Community Map

Market your business on the 2008 Frankfort-
Elberta Area Community Map.  The Community Maps are 
distributed to regional businesses, Chamber of Commerce 
offices, and Michigan Welcome Centers.  Deadline is April 
1st and payment in full is required with each order.  
Please drop off or mail orders to the Frankfort-Elberta 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

Newsletter Creator 
C r e a t i v e  C o u n s e l

www.thecreativecounsel.com

Printed by 

Photo by:  Cindy Kochis


